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About DGRV and the German Co-op Sector 

National apex organisation 

Top-level auditing federation 

Largest economic organisation in Germany in terms of members 

 8,000 cooperatives 

 22 million members  Germany has 81 Mio. inhabitants 

 900,000 jobs 

160 years of business-tradition 

 

For co-ops & credit unions in Germany 
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About DGRV  

 

Lobbying in Berlin and Brussels 

Accounting and auditing 

Legal and tax advice 

International development aid 

Education and qualification 

Support for the foundation of new cooperatives 
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1,101 Co-operative banks 

2,452 Raiffeisen co-operatives 

2,000 Housing co-operatives 

1,960 Industry, commodity & service co-ops 

285 Consumer co-operatives 

Co-operative sectors in Germany 
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National Office for Energy Cooperatives 

The National Office for Energy Co-operatives represents  

800 energy co-operatives with 200,000 members 

Primary mission: lend a voice to the interests of  

energy co-operatives in national policy debates  

on the energy transition 



- 6 - 

Installed Capacity of Renewable Energy (2012)  

Investments by Citizens 
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Growth of energy co-operatives 
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Enabling Policy: Renewable Energy Sources Act 

Two key elements: 

 

Obligation to purchase and transmit: Grid operators must give immediate 

priority to connecting installations for the generation of electricity from 

renewable energy sources to their grids and to purchasing and transmitting 

all the electricity available from these installations 

Guaranteed feed-in tariffs: Grid operators must pay fixed tariffs for the feed-

in of electricity from renewable energy (guaranteed payment period is 

generally 20 years for commissioned installations, payment levels are 

reflective of the cost + a reasonable return on investment) 

Amendment to the Renewable Energy Sources Act in 2014 
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Membership structure 
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Member shares 

Mimimum share:  

average value: 692 € ($975) 

minimum value: 10 €  ($14) 

 

Average participation: 

average value: 3125 € ($4400) 
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Motivations behind the creation of energy co-operatives 

0 = no motivation 

3 = very high motivation 



- 12 - 

Business models 

photovoltaic 
wind energy 

district heating systems 
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Friedrich Wilhelm Raiffeisen Energie eG 

Co-operation of residents and companies 

Common production of solar energy 

Pooling of capital, know-how and suitable rooftops 

Local projects 

Regional value-added by involvement of local banks and businesses  

http://www.raiffeisen-energie-eg.de/index.php
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Energiegenossenschaft Odenwald  

 Boosting the local economy 

 Founded in 2009 

2.600 members 

10 Mio. (14 CAD) equity 

36 Mio. (51 CAD) investments 

70 solar plants (wind) 

11 MWp installed capacity 

Energy provider 

„House of Energy“ 

Kindergarden (150 children) 
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Energiegenossenschaft Odenwald 

 

House of Energy Former Brewery 

Kindergarden Parking Lots 
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Energiegenossenschaft Odenwald 

17,5 Mio. (25 CAD)  2400 orders  250 local companies !!!!!! 
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Energiegenossenschaft Lieberhausen eG 

Energy production in a woodchip heating plant 

(with local wood) 

Energy distribution by a district heating system  

Independence of utilities and fossil energy sources 

Lower energy costs 

Project from residents for residents 
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Energiegenossenschaft Starkenburg eG 

Implementation of a citizen-owned 

wind-turbine 

„Not in My Backyard“ problem 

Raise acceptance by involving 

residents 
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NEW Neue Energien West eG 

Co-operation of 19 municipalities and LDC 

Focus on regional projects 

„umbrella organization“ for citizens of different cities 
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7 reasons for energy co-operatives 

1. Coordination of interests 

2. Acceptance 

3. Regional value added 

4. Social justice 

5. Focus on members‘ needs 

6. Stability 

7. Sustainability 



Thank you for your kind attention! 

wieg@dgrv.de 

www.dgrv.de  

www.genossenschaften.de/energie 
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NIMBY 

 

Theirs   
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NIMBY 

 

Mine    
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Federal State Thuringia (Thüringen)  

N I M B Y! 


